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Compression	Level	Higher	percentage	will	compress	more	PDF	size.	While	you	can	use	online	services	like	DocFly,	the	best	way	to	condense	PDF	files	is	to	manually	reduce	the	size	of	the	images	before	the	PDF	was	created.	There	are	two	options	here:If	you	have	the	original	file	from	which	the	PDF	was	created	(for	example,	a	Word	file),	first
compress	all	the	images	before	converting	it	to	PDF.	Right	click	on	any	image	within	a	Microsoft	Office	document.	On	the	image	format	tab,	click	the	Compress	Picture	button.	The	image	will	be	automatically	compressed	based	on	the	parameters	you	define.If	you	do	not	have	the	original	file,	convert	your	PDF	to	JPG.	You	can	do	this	using	DocFly.	If
your	PDF	includes	multiple	pages,	each	page	will	be	converted	as	an	individual	JPG.	Now	compress	the	JPG(s)	using	a	free	online	JPG	compressor	such	as	Compress	JPEG.	Lastly,	convert	the	compressed	JPGs	back	into	a	PDF.	Online	PDFcompress	makes	it	possible	for	anyone	to	reduce	the	size	of	large	PDF	documents	without	the	need	of	installing
special	software.	In	case	you	would	like	to	compress	your	PDF	documents	locally,	download	PDFcompress,	install	it	then	open	Programs->neeviaPDF	and	run	PDFcompress.	For	those	who	need	to	develop	their	own	application	for	compressing	PDF	files	code	samples	can	be	found	here.	Want	to	implement	this	site	on	your	own	internal	network	or	web
server?Please	contact:	Make	your	PDF	smaller	with	just	a	few	clicks.	Choose	file	From	Device	From	Google	Drive	From	Dropbox	How	to	compress	a	PDF	file	1Choose	a	file	to	compress	Select	the	file	you	wish	to	compress	from	your	computer	or	a	cloud	storage	service	like	Google	Drive,	OneDrive	or	Dropbox.	2Automatic	Size	Reduction	Once	the	file	is
uploaded	to	our	system,	it	will	reduce	the	file	size	automatically	by	keeping	a	relevant	compression	quality	adapted	for	the	Internet.	You	can	even	shrink	your	file	to	email/web	quality.	3View	and	Download	When	the	file	is	ready,	access	your	compressed	PDF	file	by	downloading	it	to	your	computer	and	viewing	it	in	your	browser.	Did	you	know?
Compress	PDF:	Reducing	the	size	of	a	file	is	referred	to	as	compression.	Reducing	the	size	of	a	data	file	is	generally	referred	to	as	data	compression.	While	in	terms	of	data	transmission,	compress	PDF	is	called	source	coding;	meaning	encoding	performed	at	the	source	of	the	data	before	it	is	stored	or	sent.	The	connection	between	machine	learning
and	compression	is	very	close;	they	are	both	systems	that	can	predict	the	probabilities	of	a	sequence	in	a	preceding	position	and	consider	the	entire	history	to	produce	optimal	data	resizing.	For	prediction,	a	more	advanced	compressor	can	be	used.	Learn	more	about	file	compression	Reducing	bits	File	compression	involves	encoding	information	using
fewer	bits	than	the	original	representation.	No	information	loss	Compression	reduces	bits	by	identifying	and	eliminating	statistical	redundancy.	No	information	is	lost	in	compression.	How	to	Compress	PDF	Compress	PDF	documents	using	Soda	PDF.	Learn	the	different	ways	to	compress	PDFs	using	our	Desktop	or	Online	software	solutions,	plus
discover	the	different	compression	qualities	we	offer.	Article	link	Compress	PDFs	for	email	and	send	PDF	documents	to	your	recipients'	email	addresses	in	just	a	few	clicks.	Learn	how	to	compress	documents	to	shareable	file	sizes	and	send	via	email	using	Soda	PDF.	Article	link	How	to	Compress	PDF	How	to	Compress	PDF	Offline	A	desktop	app	such
as	Soda	PDF	Desktop	can	compress	your	files	while	maintaining	their	original	quality	and	formatting,	all	while	working	offline.	Article	link	*Size	and	daily	usage	limitations	may	apply.	Avanquest	2022,	all	rights	reserved.	Using	the	best	technology	in	the	market,	we	will	reduce	your	PDF	documents’	size	while	maintaining	the	highest	file	quality.	Be
warned:	the	more	substantial	the	compression	level,	the	more	distortion	will	occur	in	the	document,	especially	files	containing	many	images.	Compress	Non-PDF	Files	As	well			The	good	news	doesn’t	stop	there!	Our	online	PDF	compression	tool	can	also	reduce	the	file	size	of	other	file	types,	namely	JPG,	Word,	PPT,	and	Excel.	Once	you	upload	one	of
these	files,	we	will	first	carry	out	the	PDF	conversion	from	that	native	file	type	to	PDF	format.	Then,	the	PDF	compressor	will	shrink	the	file	down,	as	described.	In	such	cases,	if	you	wish	to	have	the	file	in	its	original	format,	head	over	to	the	PDF	Converter,	drag	and	drop	the	file	in,	and	we’ll	take	care	of	the	rest.	By	doing	so—you	can	compress	almost
any	type	of	standard	digital	document	for	your	liking.	Secure	and	Free	PDF	Compressing			From	the	moment	you	upload	your	file	to	when	you	download	your	compressed	PDF,	we’ll	make	sure	that	it	goes	through	the	utmost	secure	processing	environment.	On	top	of	that,	our	servers	automatically	delete	uploaded	files	after	an	hour	of	processing.
Once	you	reduce	a	PDF	file	size,	the	tool	will	display	a	few	available	options	for	you	to	utilize	before	downloading	your	document.	For	instance,	many	people	compress	PDFs	to	1	MB	or	less	for	emailing	or	online	submissions.	But	to	protect	your	file	even	further,	you	can	proceed	to	encrypt	your	compressed	PDFs	with	a	password	with	our	‘Protect	PDF’
tool—available	via	the	result	page.	Compress	PDF	to	1MB	Offline			Some	prefer	to	upload	and	compress	PDFs	to	tiny	sizes	without	the	need	for	manual	software	installation—which	our	online	tool	suite	fulfills.	But	for	those	who	prefer	traditional	PDF	software	to	manage	files	locally,	you	can	check	out	the	Smallpdf	Desktop	app,	which	allows	offline
conversion,	modification,	and	of	course,	compression.	Give	it	a	try	today!	A	compressed	file	is	any	file	with	the	compressed	attribute	turned	on.	Using	the	compressed	attribute	is	one	way	to	compress	a	file	down	to	a	smaller	size	to	save	on	hard	drive	space,	and	can	be	applied	in	a	few	different	ways	(which	we	talk	about	below).	Most	Windows
computers	are	configured	by	default	to	display	compressed	files	in	blue	text	in	normal	file	searches	and	in	folder	views.	So,	what	does	compressing	a	file	actually	do?	Turning	on	the	compressed	file	attribute	for	a	file	will	reduce	the	size	of	the	file	but	will	still	allow	Windows	to	use	it	just	like	it	would	any	other	file.	The	compression	and	decompression
happen	on-the-fly.	When	a	compressed	file	is	opened,	Windows	decompresses	it	for	you	automatically.	When	it	closes,	it	gets	compressed	again.	This	happens	over	and	over	as	many	times	as	you	open	and	close	a	compressed	file.	We	turned	on	the	compression	attribute	for	a	25	MB	TXT	file	to	test	the	effectiveness	of	the	algorithm	Windows	used.	After
compression,	the	file	was	using	only	5	MB	of	disk	space.	Even	with	just	this	one	example,	you	can	see	how	much	disk	space	could	be	saved	if	this	were	applied	to	many	files	at	once.	As	you	saw	in	the	TXT	file	example,	setting	the	compressed	file	attribute	on	a	file	can	substantially	reduce	its	size.	However,	working	with	a	file	that	is	compressed	will
use	more	processor	time	than	working	with	an	uncompressed	file	because	Windows	has	to	decompress	and	recompress	the	file	during	its	use.	Since	most	computers	have	plenty	of	hard	drive	space,	compression	isn't	usually	recommended,	especially	since	the	trade-off	is	an	overall	slower	computer	thanks	to	the	extra	processor	usage	needed.	All	that
said,	it	might	be	beneficial	to	compress	certain	files	or	groups	of	files	if	you	hardly	ever	use	them.	If	you	don't	plan	on	opening	them	often,	or	even	at	all,	then	the	fact	that	they	will	require	processing	power	to	open	is	probably	of	very	little	concern	on	a	day-to-day	basis.	Compressing	individual	files	is	pretty	easy	in	Windows	thanks	to	the	compressed
attribute,	but	using	a	3rd	party	file	compression	program	is	best	for	archiving	or	sharing.	See	this	List	of	Free	File	Extractor	Tools	if	you're	interested	in	that.	Both	Explorer	and	the	command-line	command	compact	can	be	used	to	compress	files	and	folders	in	Windows	by	enabling	the	compressed	attribute.	Microsoft	has	this	a	tutorial	that	explains
compressing	files	using	the	File/Windows	Explorer	method,	while	examples	on	how	to	compress	files	from	a	Command	Prompt,	and	the	proper	syntax	for	this	command-line	command.	Compressing	a	single	file,	of	course,	applies	the	compression	to	just	that	one	file.	When	compressing	a	folder	(or	an	entire	partition),	you're	given	the	option	to
compress	just	that	one	folder,	or	the	folder	plus	its	subfolders	and	all	the	files	that	are	found	within	them.	Like	you	see	below,	compressing	a	folder	using	Explorer	gives	you	two	options:	Apply	changes	to	this	folder	only	and	Apply	changes	to	this	folder,	subfolders	and	files.	Compressing	a	Folder	in	Windows	10.	The	first	option	for	applying	the
changes	to	the	one	folder	you're	in	will	set	up	the	compression	attribute	only	for	new	files	that	you	put	into	the	folder.	This	means	any	file	that's	in	the	folder	right	now	will	not	be	included,	but	any	new	files	you	add	in	the	future	will	be	compressed.	This	is	true	only	for	the	one	folder	you	apply	it	to,	not	any	subfolders	that	it	may	have.	The	second
option	-	to	apply	the	changes	to	the	folder,	subfolders,	and	all	of	their	files	-	does	just	as	it	sounds.	All	the	files	in	the	current	folder,	plus	all	the	files	in	any	of	its	subfolders,	will	have	the	compressed	attribute	toggled	on.	This	not	only	means	that	the	current	files	will	be	compressed,	but	also	that	the	compressed	attribute	is	applied	to	any	new	files	you
add	to	the	current	folder	as	well	as	any	subfolders,	which	is	where	the	difference	lies	between	this	option	and	the	other	one.	When	compressing	the	C	drive,	or	any	other	hard	drive,	you're	given	the	same	options	as	when	compressing	a	folder,	but	the	steps	are	a	tad	different.	Open	the	drive's	properties	in	Explorer	and	tick	the	box	next	to	Compress
this	drive	to	save	disk	space.	You're	then	given	the	option	to	apply	the	compression	to	the	root	of	the	drive	only	or	all	of	its	subfolders	and	files,	too.	The	NTFS	file	system	is	the	only	Windows	file	system	that	supports	compressed	files.	This	means	that	partitions	formatted	in	the	FAT	file	system	can	not	use	file	compression.	Some	hard	drives	can	be
formatted	to	use	cluster	sizes	larger	than	the	default	4	KB	size	(more	on	this	here).	Any	file	system	that's	using	a	cluster	size	larger	than	this	default	size	will	be	unable	to	use	the	features	of	the	compressed	file	attribute.	Multiple	files	can	not	be	compressed	at	the	same	time	unless	they're	contained	in	a	folder	and	then	you	choose	the	option	to
compress	the	contents	of	the	folder.	Otherwise,	when	selecting	single	files	at	a	time	(e.g.	highlighting	two	or	more	image	files),	the	option	to	enable	the	compression	attribute	will	not	be	available.	Some	files	in	Windows	will	cause	problems	if	they're	compressed	because	they're	necessary	for	Windows	to	start	up.	BOOTMGR	and	NTLDR	are	two
examples	of	files	that	should	not	be	compressed.	Newer	versions	of	Windows	won't	even	let	you	compress	these	types	of	files.	While	it	probably	comes	as	no	surprise,	larger	files	will	take	longer	to	compress	than	smaller	ones.	If	an	entire	volume	of	files	is	being	compressed,	it	will	likely	take	quite	a	while	to	finish,	with	the	total	time	depending	on	the
number	of	files	in	the	volume,	the	size	of	the	files,	and	the	overall	speed	of	the	computer.	Some	files	do	not	compress	very	well	at	all,	while	others	may	compress	down	to	10%	or	less	of	their	original	size.	This	is	because	some	files	are	already	compressed	to	some	degree	even	before	using	the	Windows	compression	tool.	One	example	of	this	can	be
seen	if	you	try	to	compress	an	ISO	file.	Most	ISO	files	are	compressed	when	they're	first	built,	so	compressing	them	again	using	Windows	compression	will	likely	not	do	much	of	anything	to	the	total	file	size.	When	viewing	the	properties	of	a	file,	there's	a	file	size	listed	for	the	actual	size	of	the	file	(just	called	Size)	and	another	listed	for	how	large	the
file	is	on	the	hard	drive	(Size	on	disk).	The	first	number	will	not	change	regardless	of	whether	or	not	a	file	is	compressed	because	it's	telling	you	the	true,	uncompressed	size	of	the	file.	The	second	number,	however,	is	how	much	space	the	file	is	taking	up	on	the	hard	drive	right	now.	So	if	the	file	is	compressed,	the	number	next	to	Size	on	disk	will,	of
course,	usually	be	smaller	than	the	other	number.	Copying	a	file	to	a	different	hard	drive	will	clear	the	compression	attribute.	For	example,	if	a	video	file	on	your	primary	hard	drive	is	compressed,	but	then	you	copy	it	to	an	external	hard	drive,	the	file	will	no	longer	be	compressed	on	that	new	drive	unless	you	manually	compress	it	again.	Compressing
files	may	increase	fragmentation	on	a	volume.	Because	of	this,	defrag	tools	may	take	longer	to	defragment	a	hard	drive	that	contains	lots	of	compressed	files.	FAQ	What	file	extension	is	used	to	name	a	compressed	folder?	Compressed	files	generally	end	with	the	.zip	extension.	Alternatives	include	.7z,	which	is	used	with	the	7-Zip	file	extractor
application,	and	.rar.	How	do	you	unzip	a	compressed	file?	In	Windows,	locate	the	compressed	file	in	File	Explorer,	right-click	and	select	Extract	All,	then	follow	the	directions.	To	unzip	a	compressed	file	on	a	Mac,	simply	open	it.	It	will	automatically	decompress	and	put	the	uncompressed	files	in	the	same	folder.	What	image	file	type	has	already	been
compressed?	JPEGs	are	image	files	that	are	compressed	to	significantly	reduce	their	size,	making	them	more	sharable.	The	compression	lowers	image	quality	somewhat,	but	you	can	generally	choose	how	compressed	you	want	the	JPEG	to	be,	at	the	cost	of	more	storage	space.	What	are	the	various	compressed	file	formats	for	music	files?	Some
common	lossless	compressed	audio	formats	include	FLAC,	WavPack,	Monkey's	Audio,	and	ALAC.	Lossy	compressed	audio	formats	include	MP3	and	AAC.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Tell	us	why!
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